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popular mind: curiosity about the faith of neighbours, com-
parison and criticism of creeds, the sympathies and anti-
pathies of party, all tending to sharpen the lines of conscious
distinction and to lay out doctrine in sections, instead of
taking up men into higher unity. Nor can it be denied
that the separation of a particular sacred profession acts in
the same direction : pledged speech at stated times, with a
vast ecclesiastical literature at its back, descends almost in-
evitably into a critical exercise of Review, too busy with
exclusion of the false, and with winding its way through the
doubtful, to forget itself in the supremely real and true.
And even where a reaction takes place from this sterile
criticism of others' thoughts, men seem unable to escape
except into similar criticism of their own feelings; only
exchanging objective analysis for subjective, keenly watching
the spiritual weather in the mind, gauging the affections,
refining on the temperature, describing the clouds, but spell-
bound in the personal atmosphere, and never carried out
into the Light of lights. Hence the weakness and inefficacy
of the so-called * spiritualist' recoil from the old dogmatic
theology: with this critical demon not cast out, it is afflicted
still with the mortal curse, and is but the inner side of the
same evil: the hectic of consumption, instead of the
paralysis of age. It is most difficult for those whose whole
life is steeped in the influences of such a time, to find an
adequate redemption; consultation on the disease does but
fix it deeper ; we do not want to discuss it, but to escape
it; and the pulse will flutter, till you cease to feel it
Perhaps when human ingenuity and will have spent them-
selves and worn out their pride, some Divine method will
redress the balance of our nature; will convince the
secondary sentiments that they cannot set up for them-
selves; and carry off the love of knowledge, of art, of
religion, in a flood-tide of fresh wonder, admiration, and
reverence.